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The Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) Integration initiative brings controlled substance 
prescription data from PDMP registries to authorized Oregon prescribers and pharmacists 
electronically within their health IT for one-click access, eliminating the need to access a separate 
web portal. This initiative aligns with broader state and federal efforts to increase the use of PDMPs, 
reduce inappropriate prescriptions, improve patient outcomes, and promote more informed 
prescribing practices. 

Removing barriers for prescribers accessing PDMP data and increasing 
PDMP use at the time of a patient visit 
As of October 2019, PDMP data has been brought into (integrated with) nearly all of Oregon’s 
large health systems’ electronic health records (EHRs) and most large pharmacy retail chains (see 
page 2 for additional information on integration numbers). The result is that PDMP data is being 
accessed on a greater scale than ever before.  

Recent reporting on PDMP Integrated and Web 
Portal use (from August) shows: 

✓ More than half (½) of Oregon prescribers in 

August viewed a PDMP report.  

✓ In August 2019, Oregon’s PDMP was 

queried a total of 1,063,880 times by 

authorized prescribers, prescriber delegates 

or pharmacists through the web portal, 

Emergency Department Information 

Exchange (EDie), pharmacy system, 

electronic health record, or health 

information exchange. Of these queries, 

297,981 PDMP reports were generated and 

viewed by providers. 

✓ While PDMP utilization through integrated 

health systems has rapidly increased, 

utilization through the web portal has 

remained steady. Integration is thus leading 

to a significant increase in the number of 

providers accessing and using the PDMP.   

“Accessing PDMP data used to take a 
tremendous amount of my time! I 

found it frustrating, and I didn’t go 
into the site that often. And, to add 
insult to injury, it seemed like every 

time I tried to access the site, my 
password expired, so more clicks and 
more time was required to log on to 
my email, request a new password, 

and then log back in to the site. Today 
it takes one click and 1/3 of a second! 

It was worth the wait.” 
 

Seldon Saks, M.D., Injury Specialists of Oregon 



 

 

Improving patient outcomes 
Oregon has invested in statewide efforts to 
improve patient outcomes related to opioids. 
Among those:  

✓ Publishing new prescribing guidelines for 

the treatment of acute pain for patients not 

currently on opioids. 

✓ Passing legislation (HB 4124, HB 4143,      

HB 2257, HB 2609) to require registration in 

PDMP and other changes to the program - 

designed to increase PDMP use, decrease 

inappropriate prescriptions, and improve 

patient outcomes. 

✓ Securing federal/state funding to cover 

vendor costs for a statewide subscription 

for PDMP integration to bring controlled 

substance prescription data directly into 

prescriber and pharmacist electronic 

workflows.  

According to a recent analysis by the PDMP 
registry, rates of new opioid patients receiving 
prescriptions for more than a 3-day supply for 
acute pain have fallen for six consecutive quarters. Research shows that 30% of patients not 
currently on opioids who receive a 30-day supply are still on opioids 3 years later. Reducing the 
day supply for new patients receiving opioid prescriptions results in improved patient outcomes. 
 

Why is this important? The efforts and investments above (and others not captured here) are 
making a difference for Oregonians through reducing opioid dependence.  

 

HIT Commons is a public/private partnership designed to accelerate and advance health information 
technology adoption and use across the state. It is co-sponsored by the Oregon Health Leadership 
Council and the OHA, and is jointly funded by OHA, hospitals, and health plans. The HIT Commons 
convenes the Oregon PDMP Integration Steering Council to guide the successful implementation and 
adoption of this initiative. For more information about HIT Commons or Oregon’s PDMP Integration 
initiative, visit orhealthleadershipcouncil.org/hit-commons. 

October integration numbers: 

142 entities (representing 10,656 
prescribers) are LIVE with PDMP data 
integrated into their electronic health 
record (EHR), Emergency Department 
Information Exchange (EDie), or 
health information exchange (HIE).  

7 pharmacy chains (representing 367 
pharmacists), are LIVE with PDMP 
integrated into their pharmacy 
management systems. 

18 entities (representing 9,794 
prescribers) are scheduling go-live 
dates.  

85 entities (representing more than 
278 prescribers) have started 
applications. 

SOURCE: Prescriber counts are self-reported by 
organizations 

Data as of 10/11/2019 
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